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If the SAG Awards 
don’t make you wanna 
barf, maybe this will. 
Feast your eyes on 

the 30 scariest, freakiest, most 
e� ed-up � icks ever made, then 
run to your Net� ix account 
and press play. (Spoiler alert: 
Get ready for zombies, rolling 
heads, and deeply unse� ling 
uses of household items.)

The Descent (2005) 
A � lm about six wom en 
embarking on a caving 

adventure together sounds about 
as exciting as Crossroads, until you 
realize the ladies are being hunted 
by � esh-hungry humanoids.

SCARIEST DINNER SINCE MEETING 
YOUR GIRLFRIEND’S PARENTS
The Texas Chainsaw Massacre (1974)

When Sally is forced to sit down for supper with a dysfunctional 
cannibal family that’s just murdered her friends, the poor girl can’t 
make a dent in her plate of (human) sausages . Apologies to Jessica 
Biel’s over� owing tank top in the remake—the original wins.

SCARIEST USE OF 
A RUSTY STAPLER
The Human Centipede 2: 
Full Sequence (2011)
A mute security guard 
who’s obsessed with the 
orig inal Human Centipede 
uses a staple gun, knives, 
crowbars, and duct tape to 
join his 12 hostages’ asses 
to each other’s  mouths, 
creating one disgustingly 
long digestive tract. Hope no 
one had Indian for dinner. 

SCARIEST MIRROR DANCE
The Silence of the 
Lambs (1991)
Perhaps horror � lmdom’s 
all-time creepiest shimmy 
happens when girl-suit-loving 
serial killer Bu� alo Bill opens 
his robe  to show o�  nipple 
rings and a carefully tucked 
mangina while writhing to Q 
Lazzarus’ “Goodbye Horses.” 
And you thought your “home 
alone” dance to Miley Cyrus’ 
“We Can’t Stop” was freaky!

Has great taste 
in women.

SCARIEST BUMP 
IN THE NIGHT
High Tension (2003)
After watching Alexandre Aja’s 
horror debut, you’ll be hoping 
that 2 A.M. thud wasn’t the 
sound of your dad’s head hit-
ting the � oor. Aja’s gruesome 
decapitation scene may just 
be the most startling separa-
tion orchestrated by a French-
man since Tony Parker’s split 
with Eva Longoria .

SCARIEST TAKE ON 
THE HOUSING MARKET
Dream Home (2010)
In this gleefully gory Hong 
Kong slasher that satirizes the 
property bubble, a woman 
obsessed with owning the 
perfect condo drives the price 
down by butchering others in 
the building. If you think real 
estate sounds boring, don’t 
worry: Two audience mem-
bers vomited at the premiere.
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again?
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SCARIEST MIND-BENDER
Triangle (2009)
Without giving too much 
away, it’s set on a boat, people 
die, and there are at least � ve 
versions of the gorgeous Me-
lissa George running around 
at any given time. As  Gene 
Shalit might say, “Don’t try
to see Triangle; just see it!”

HORROR’S 
CREEPIEST KIDS 

WHERE ARE 
THEY NOW?

Many of the genre’s 
young stars have grown 
up to be like you: boring. 

SCARIEST LADY-PARTS
Teeth (2007)
Fifteen years after Sharon 
Stone’s sexy Basic Instinct 
 scene, something so disturb-
ing came along that we now 
� inch every time a pair of legs 
are uncrossed on-screen.

SCARIEST USE OF 
A BEAUTY AID
Sleepaway Camp (1983)
This schlocky ’80s cut-’em-up 
has a pedophile cook being 
scalded to death, a swarm of 
bees in the boys’ bathroom, 
and a girl getting impaled 
“down there” with a red-hot 
curling iron—just a few deadly 
camp hijinks. Hello, Muddah, 
hello, Fadduh: A mystery killer 
just hacked up your daughter!

LINDA BLAIR
Regan in The Exorcist

A� er landing an Oscar nod for 
her role as the foul-mouthed, 
demon-possessed girl in this 

1973 hit, Linda landed in some 
real-life trouble for cocaine 

possession . These days she 
runs a dog shelter.

DANNY LLOYD
Danny in The Shining 

The six-year-old didn’t even 
realize he was shooting a hor-
ror movie. He “retired” from 
movies in 1982 and is now a 

biology professor. He and 
Tony haven’t spoken in years.

HARVEY STEPHENS
Damien Thorn in The Omen

Nearly 40 years a� er playing 
the spawn of Satan, Harvey

—who became a property de-
veloper in England—still can’t 

live down his role: “I know 
every joke there is about 666.”

JOHN FRANKLIN
Isaac in Children of the Corn

At 24 he could play a child 
preacher due to a growth de-
fect. Later he played Cousin 

I�  in The Addams Family. 
Finally he gave up acting to be 
a very short English teacher. 

KYRA SCHON
Karen in 

Night of the Living Dead
Karen remains one of cin-

ema’s most iconic zombies, 
but these days Kyra’s more in-
terested in designing jewelry  

than chomping on her parents. 
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SCARIEST TWO 
SECONDS EVER
Mulholland Dr. (2001)

This isn’t even technically a horror movie, but you’ll still shit 
your pants when you see what’s behind the diner’s trash bins. 
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Maniac (2013) 
Sure, his hobbit feet were 
kind of unse� ling, and he 

was a complete creep in Sin City, but 
his role in this horror remake will have 
you clinging to your scalp.

“I’m just going to take a 
bit off the top,” said the 

world’s worst hairdresser.

Could you pass the 
Noxzema pads?
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SCARIEST 

ELIJAH WOOD 
PERFORMANCE

No.
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SCARIEST TAKE 
ON TAKEOUT
Dumplings (2004)
An aging actress is rejuve-
nated by a chef’s special 
dumplings, which are stu� ed 
with fetuses from a nearby 
abortion clinic. We’re order-
ing Mexican tonight.

Evil Dead (2013) 
It may be the � rst � lm in 
the franchise not to be 

directed by Sam Raimi, but this gore-
fest will still make you jump out of your 
seat and give you a reason to opt out 
of your cousin’s stripperless cabin-in-
the-woods bachelor party.

SCARIEST CHILD 
MURDERER
Gage in Pet Sematary (1989)

There are a ton of creepy kids in horror movies, but this 
scalpel-wielding  toddler is the worst because he looks just like 
your adorable nephew. Bring candy next time you visit!

SCARIEST SOCIAL 
COMMENTARY
Brain Damage (1988)
A metaphor for drug addiction 
is presented in the form of a 
penis-shaped, brain-eating 
blob named Aylmer that will 
give you a feeling of euphoria 
in exchange for � nding him 
victims. Disclaimer: You don’t 
want Aylmer around if you’re 
about to receive a blow job.

SCARIEST WAY TO TEST 
YOUR OWN SANITY
A Serbian Film (2010 )
If you make it through this 
� lm about a porn star who is 
conned into making a snu�  
� lm, complete with necro-
philia and “newborn porn,” it 
may be time to see a shrink. 

SCARIEST QUESTION
Basket Case (1982)
When Duane shows up to a 
gritty N.Y.C. hotel holding a 
wicker basket, it’s only a 
matter of time before some-
one looks inside. Surprise! It’s 
his blob of a Siamese twin 
brother, Belial, who has a hab-
it of mauling his nosy victims 
into mangled corpses. Not the 
best picnic companion. 

“WHAT’S 
IN THE 

BASKET?

”
SCARIEST 
CONSPIRACY THEORIES
Room 237 (2012)
In this doc obsessives of The 
Shining try to convince you 
that the movie’s hidden mes-
sage is about faking the Apollo 
moon landing, or that it’s a 
metaphor for Native American 
oppression. Listen to these 
nutjobs for too long and you 
may pull a “Here’s Johnny!”

SCARIEST ORAL 
EXTRACTION
The Last House 
on the Le®  (1972)
Wince alert! In Wes Craven’s 
debut, a woman bites o�  a 
rapist’s penis as revenge for 
brutally assaulting her daugh-
ter. It’s just one of the ultra-
violent scenes that got this 
ugly exploitation � ick banned 
for some time overseas. 

“Well, there’s your 
problem,” noted 

the plumber. “You 
have a demon in 

your furnace!”

Careful, you’ll 
leave a hickey!
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FREDDY, JASON, 
MICHAEL MYERS, 
LEATHERFACE

We all came up back in the 
glory days. I have nothing but 
respect for those guys and 
their classic work. But they all 
retired and outsourced their 
acts to a new generation of 
wannabes. I’m the only clas-
sic slasher who’s still himself. 
Accept no substitutes. 

The Curse of Chucky is out on 
DVD/Blu-Ray October 2.

WHAT THE 
CHUCK?
We spoke with the 
most murderous doll in 
America about horror’s 
lamest killers. He 
decided to let us live. 
Thanks, Chucky!
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SCARIEST 
PREGNANCY SCARE
Inside (2007)
This French home-invasion 
thriller about a lady who is 
terrorized by a scissors-wield-
ing woman desperate to steal 
her unborn baby will make 
you squirm more than sitting 
through What to Expect When 
You’re Expecting.

SCARIEST 
ACCIDENTAL RENTAL
Nekromantik (1987)
Maybe you thought your date 
would be impressed when you 
rented what you presumed 
was an artsy German love 
story…and it kind of is, 
except that one of the 
� gures in the love 
triangle is a corpse.

SCARIEST REJECTED 
PITCHES FOR MARTHA 
STEWART LIVING’S 
CRAFTS ISSUE
Pieces (1982)
Before Bu� alo Bill was wear-
ing his woman suit, there was 
Timmy and his jigsaw puzzle 
made of sawed-o�  women’s 
body parts. 

SCARIEST FICTIONAL 
EPISODE OF DATELINE
The Poughkeepsie 
Tapes (2007)
The documentary-style � lm 
follows detectives as they try 
to piece together the heinous 
crimes depicted on more than 
800 videotapes they discover 
during a house raid.

SCARIEST 
FIRST DATE
The Audition (1999)

A widower auditions prospective wives and � nds a timid ex-
ballerina. But once she starts removing his limbs,  he realizes she 
may not be his dream girl after all. Next time, try Match.com?

KATIE FROM 
PARANORMAL
ACTIVITY

I’m no sexist. There’s room in 
this game for girls. I was mar-
ried myself for a while, and me 
and the wife de� nitely raised 
our share of hell together. 
But who’s afraid of some 
suburban chick named Katie? 
“Oh, God, please don’t hurt 
me, Katie”…“Get away with 
that eyelash curler, Katie”…
“Katie, get o�  me, I can’t 
breathe.” Only thing scary 
about her is her ass.

LEPRECHAUN
For years fans have 
been clamoring for a 

team-up or a grudge match, 
stupidly assuming we move in 
the same circles just because 
we’re both “of a certain stat-
ure.” First of all, I’d hope that 
as a culture we’ve moved be-
yond that ignorant stereotyp-
ing. Secondly, he comes up to 
my chin. And third, he’s afraid 
of fucking four-leaf clovers! 
And compulsively talks in 
rhyme! This pipsqueak isn’t 
� t to shine my Keds.

DR. HEITER 
FROM THE HUMAN 
CENTIPEDE

Look, I’ve perpetrated some 
repulsive shit in my day. Stab-
bings, decapitations, elec-
trocutions. Once I even  got 
Jennifer Tilly pregnant. But 
even I have standards. And if 
you ask me, sewing a bunch of 
hapless kids ass-to-mouth is 
about the lamest thing a killer 
could do in a movie. Why go to 
all that trouble when nobody’s 
gonna want to watch? 

DEXTER
What kind of self-
respecting serial 

killer follows a “moral 
code”—wri� en by a cop, no 
less—and preys only on his 
own kind? This asshole is a 
complete abomination, an 
outrage against nature. 
And they call me a monster. 
His sister’s hot, though.

Voted “class-
room cutup” in 

her yearbook.
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triangle is a corpse.
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Just try 
to tickle

me, Elmo.
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Ichi the Killer (2001) 
This Japanese movie con-
tains enough torment and 

agony in the form of brutal beatings, 
skewers, and nipple clamps to make 
the Saw traps look like a La-Z-Boy.
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SCARIEST ’90S 
CLEAVAGE
I Know What You Did Last Summer (1997)

The heaving bosoms of Jennifer Love Hewitt and Sarah Michelle 
Gellar earned this slasher hit the nickname I Know What Your 
Breasts Did Last Summer, which of course only made us want to 
see it more. Even spookier than the movie’s meat-hook-wielding 
killer? The eerie demise of costar Freddie Prinze Jr.’s career. 

SCARIEST MOVIE YOU 
EXPECTED TO BE CRAP
Insidious (2011)
It has all the clichés of creepy 
kids, paranormal activity, and 
eerie voices, but those ele-
ments actually come together 
in one of the jumpiest horror 
� icks of the past few years.  

SCARIEST ARGUMENT 
FOR USING A PEN NAME
Misery (1990)
It’s not just because we get 
insecure when you write us 
hurtful letters. But why have 
fans if they’re just going to 
take a sledgehammer to your 
ankles to hold you hostage? 

SCARIEST 
OPENING SCENE
Scream (1996)
In 12 minutes a random phone 
call about scary movies leaves 
Drew Barrymore hanging by 
her entrails. This is why we 
never answer blocked calls.

SCARIEST SERIAL KILLER
Henry: Portrait of 
a Serial Killer (1986) 
Loosely based on real-life 
murderer Henry Lee Lucas, 
this movie is even more dis-
turbing than seeing Charlize 
Theron ugli� ed in Monster.

“Wait, this treatment 
isn’t covered by my 

insurance? No-o-o-o!”

Two reasons 
we don’t remem-

ber the plot of 
this movie…
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SCARIEST 
TORTURE 
SCENES

No.


