
Smooth Operators

GET CLOSE SHAVES, COOL CUTS, COCKTAILS, 
AND MORE AT AMERICA’S TOP SHOPS.

THE BLIND 
BARBER 
(NEW YORK)

In a throwback to 
the Roaring Twen-
ties,  the seasoned 
professionals at the 
Blind Barber will 
help you unwind 
with a complimen-
tary cocktail—or 
recover with the 
Hangover Remedy 
Shave. Then you 

can work on tomor-
row’s hangover at 
the speakeasy-style 
bar in the back!
EXPERT TIP: “We’re 
here to make this 
your hangout, so 
kick back with one 
of our cocktails—
like the Sweeney 
Todd, made with 
Jameson, egg 
whites, lemon juice, 
and honey syrup, 

topped with grena-
dine and served 
over ice.”—Jeff  Laub, 
CO-OWNER

THE BARBER 
LOUNGE 
(SAN FRANCISCO)

It’s the old-school 
barbershop rein-
vented for the 
21st century and 
located in the heart 
of the ultra-cool 

TIPS FROM THE BEST OLD-SCHOOL BARBERSHOPS

This is a bad time 
to tell the Blind 

Barber guys that 
you don’t tip.
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From the grooming gear 
you need to look your 

sharpest to the coolest 
barbershops from coast 
to coast (would you like 

a cocktail with that 
shave?), we off er you, the 

reader, the ultimate 
manual to maintaining 

your face, hair, and body. 
Lather up!

By 
STEPHANIE RADVAN

photograph by 
BEN RITTER



SOMA district. 
Bonus points 
for the Barber 
Lounge’s rotating 
art exhibition.
EXPERT TIP: “For a 
more classic beard, 
it’s important to 
keep the lines natu-
ral and avoid hard 
angles, which tend 
to look artifi cial. 
More natural lines 
also make mainte-
nance easier.”—Mike 
Sposito, BARBER

CHURCHILL’S
(MIAMI)

With its oak wood 
fl oors and strong 
Italian espressos, 
Churchill’s off ers 
a luxurious and 
decidedly sophisti-
cated refuge from 
the white suits 
and piña coladas 
for which Miami is 
known. If Sonny 
Crockett ever actu-
ally bothered with 
shaving, this is 
where he’d come.
EXPERT TIP: “Most 
of our clients are 
professionals, so 
it’s tough advising 
them on a trendy 
new look. We can’t 
give them a mo-

hawk, but at least 
we can convince 
them that a comb-
over belongs on 
the shop fl oor, not 
on them.”—Jose A. 
Goyanes, OWNER

BAXTER FINLEY 
(LOS ANGELES)

Last summer the 
Baxter of California 
grooming line 
opened this throw -
back barber shop 
(an homage to the 
line’s founder), 
complete with a 
quaint rustic 
interior and the 
most badass 
porcelain thrones 

this side of Bill 
Gates’ bathroom. 
EXPERT TIP: “My 
favorite Baxter of 
California product 
is Clay Pomade, 
which gives you a 
matte fi nish and 
doesn’t dry stiff  like 
a gel. You can also 
restyle your hair 
throughout the day 
without adding 
any more.”
—Shane Middleton, 
LEAD BARBER

2B GROOMED 
(PHILADELPHIA)

Indulge in any of 
the seven diff erent 
grooming packages 
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The Right Stuff
MAKE YOUR DOPP KIT 100 PERCENT 
AWESOME WITH THE VERY BEST 
GROOMING PRODUCTS AROUND.

2B Groomed: 
Ready for anything 
(as long as it’s a 
shave)

Blind Barber: 
Shave, then a drink 
(not recommended 
in reverse)

Churchill’s: 
Winning the 
war against 
stubble
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SHAVING

BEST POWER 
TOOL/
SYSTEM
Braun Series 
7 Shaving 
System 
The fl exing 
head, crazy 
oscillation, and 
self-cleaning/
lubricating 
system make 
this the closest 
we’ll get to 
shaving like 
RoboCop. 
$229–$289

BEST ALL-
AROUND 
TRIMMER
Philips 
Norelco
Bodygroom
Avoid letting 
your man fur 
reach Robin 
Williams levels 
with this handy 
trimmer that 
works (and 
reaches) 
everywhere. 
$40

BEST
HANDHELD 
RAZOR
Schick Hydro 
The Advanced 
Hydrating 
Gel Reservoir 
feeds aloe 
vera and 
vitamin E right 
into your skin. 
Bonus: It also 
sounds like 
a play set for 
your Star 
Wars action 
fi gures! $9

BEST SHAVE 
PREP
The Art of 
Shaving 
Pre-Shave Oil
This oil 
smooths 
things out for 
sensitive skin, 
ingrown hair, 
razor burn, and 
tough beards. 
(If you su� er 
from all the 
above, see a 
doctor.) $22

BEST 
BATTERY- 
OPERATED
Gillette 
Fusion Pro-
Glide Power
Thanks to its 
handy blade 
stabilizer and 
precision trim-
mer, you could 
probably use 
this razor on a 
roller coaster 
and get a 
perfect shave. 
(But don’t.) $13

BEST POST-
SHAVE
Nivea for Men 
Post-Shave 
Balm Extreme 
Comfort
Make your 
face ultra-
smooth with 
this licorice- 
and chamo-
mile-infused 
balm. Also 
makes for a 
lovely cup 
of tea. $6



available at this 
award-winning 
shop, where the 
jazz is always play-
ing, the expert staff  
sport bow ties, 
and classic Brit-
ish products like 
Truefi tt & Hill are 
for sale. It’s really 
smashing stuff .
EXPERT TIP: “The 
rule of thumb for 
trimming your 
sideburns is to 

start from the mid-
ear down. A lot of 
times when guys 
shave them 
on their own, they 
go too high and 
end up looking like 
the guys on Star 
Trek.”—J.R. Rhaney, 
FOUNDER

HAIR M 
(PORTLAND, OR)

Old-school goes 
upscale at the sleek 

Hair M, where you 
can enjoy a cigar 
and a local brew on 
tap, watch the game 
on your own per-
sonal LCD screen, 
even get a massage 
from one of the 
sexy staff ers.
EXPERT TIP: 
“Eyebrows can be 
overlooked—but it’s 
not just unibrows 
that need to be 
taken care of! A 
wax or just regular 
maintenance can 
save you from hav-
ing brows that are 
disproportionate or 
too bushy.”—Celeste 
Trapp, PRESIDENT

RAZOR’S EDGE 
BARBER SHOP 
(DALLAS)

Decorated like an 
old-world gentle-
men’s club, this 
swank but subdued 
Texas spot opens 
at 7 A.M., so drop in 
before work for a 
hot shave 

The Right Stuff
SHOWER POWER

Chicago’s Belmont 
Barbershop—not 
currently shaving toes

Hair M in Portland 
makes the garrote 

sexy again.

BEST VOLU-
MIZING/
THICK-
ENING 
SHAMPOO
Progaine 
Volumizing 
Shampoo
Designed 
specifi cally 
for fi ne hair 
by the 
pioneering 
chaps at 
Rogaine, it’ll 
take you from 
comb-over 
to pompa-
dour in no 
time. $7

BEST 2-IN-1
Head & 
Shoulders 
Hair 
Endurance 
for Men 
2-in-1
The new 
HydraZinc 
formula 
from Head 
& Shoulders 
isn’t just 
great at 
restoring the 
health of your 
scalp—it’s 
also really fun 
to say! $5

BEST 
STYLING 
WAX
Kiehl’s 
Creative 
Cream Wax
This non-
greasy wax 
is designed 
for creative 
styling with 
strong hold. 
Just please, 
please, and 
extra please 
don’t give 
yourself a 
“Bieber.” $16

BEST 
ALL-IN-ONE
Nivea for 
Men 
Active 3
This 
combines 
shampoo, 
body wash, 
and shaving 
gel in one 
dermatologi-
cally tested 
package—but 
we don’t rec-
ommend try-
ing to do all 
three at the 
same time. 
(Just ask our 
tester, One-
Eyed Baldy 
McLimp.) $6

BEST 
POMADE
Bumble and 
Bumble 
Sumotech
This hybrid 
solution is 
the chimera 
of hair prod-
ucts, mixing 
the attributes 
of wax, 
paste, and 
cream   into a 
formidable 
hair-taming 
monster. $25

BEST 
BODY WASH
Axe Rise 
Shower Gel 
Designed to 
wake you up 
in the morn-
ing with a 
fresh, citrusy 
blast to the 
senses, it’s 
like being 
served 10 
espressos 
by a huge, 
enthusiastic 
lemon. $4
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or shoeshine and 
start the day off  
looking sharp.
EXPERT TIP: “We’ve 
been selling a lot 
of old-fashioned 
safety razors, as 
guys fi nd that it 
not only gives you 
a good shave but is 
also more cost-
eff ective. You’ll 
spend more on the 
razor itself, but the 
blades are only 20 
cents apiece.”—Mike 
Cravens, OWNER

RUDY’S 
BARBERSHOP 
(SEATTLE)

With in-store 
concerts, walls 
plastered in band 
posters, and rotat-
ing exhibitions of 
contemporary art, 
this chain of old-
school rock’n’roll 
barbershops is 
where Kurt Cobain 
would have gone if 
he’d been into the 
grooming thing.

EXPERT TIP: “One 
thing guys often 
forget when shav-
ing their head 
at home is the 
neckline, even 
when they use clip-
pers with guards. 
Remember, a good 
buzz cut is still 
personalized using 
both texture and 
head shape.”—David 
Petersen, FOUNDER

THE BELMONT 
BARBERSHOP 
(CHICAGO)

Maybe it’s the fact 
that the tattoo-
covered barbers 
look more like a 
punk band than 
typical stylists, but 
this rockabilly joint 
is so masculine, 
it’s practically the 
anti-salon. 
EXPERT TIP: “If you 
cut yourself while 
shaving, get cold 
water on it imme-
diately. And always 
use an astringent 

after shaving—
liquid styptic is 
nice, bottles that 
say AFTERSHAVE are 
good, but nothing 
beats a splash of 
witch hazel.”—Josh 
Cooley, PRESIDENT

AIDAN GILL 
FOR MEN
(NEW ORLEANS)

With more than 30 
years of experi-
ence, Dublin native 
Aidan Gill takes the 
old-world shave to 
a new level at his 
shop, which boasts 
one of the largest 
collections of 
antique barber-
shop pieces in the 
country.
EXPERT TIP: 
“Remember, if you 
cut your own hair, 
everyone will know. 
If you get this idea, 
sit down, pour your -
self a big Irish whis-
key, and wait till it 
passes.”—Aidan Gill, 
FOUNDER

Rudy’s: 
He can’t fail.
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FRAGRANCE

DEODORANT

BEST FOR
FORMAL 
EVENTS
Armani Code
A sensual 
scent with a 
black bottle 
based on 
the design 
of an Armani 
tuxedo. 
Which means 
you’ll smell 
like Bond. 
And a good 
one; none of 
that Lazenby 
nonsense. 
$37.50–$73

BEST FOR 
EVERY DAY
Yves Saint 
Laurent 
l’Homme
This classic 
scent—with 
subtle notes 
of bergamot, 
ginger, and 
vetiver—is 
discreet but 
surprising, a 
bit like a loyal 
butler who 
likes popping 
out from 
behind doors. 
$43–$75

BEST FOR
DATE NIGHT
Perry Ellis 
Night
Hints of blood 
orange, 
amberwood, 
and citron 
make this 
distinctively 
nocturnal but 
thoroughly 
masculine— 
more suave 
Count Drac-
ula than 
sparkly, use-
less Edward 
Cullen. $60

BEST BODY 
SPRAY
Axe Excite 
Deodorant 
Body Spray
Being good 
at sports? 
Hot! Su� er-
ing from 
body odor 
and sweaty 

armpits 
covered in 
white gunk? 
Not hot! Use 
this product 
to avoid the 
latter and 
stay on top of 
your game. 
(See what we 
did?) $5.39

BEST ALL-
AROUND 
STICK
Old Spice 
Classic 
Deodorant 
Stick
The folks at 
Old Spice 
make the 
most surre-
ally hilarious 

ads on TV. 
They keep 
things more 
straight-
forward 
with their 
deodorant—
still the best 
old-school 
smell in your 
arsenal. 
$2.39    


