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Land Your 
Dream Job
Wild Turkey  
associate distiller 
EDDIE RUSSELL 
on how to become  
a bourbon baron.

BE SWEET
“Know what 
type of bourbon 
you’re making 

before you start. If you 
want a bolder, spicier 
bourbon, use more rye 
in your mash. If you want 
a sweeter bourbon, use 
more corn. Find a niche so 
you’re not like everyone 
else—right now I’d move 
to the sweeter side.”

BE PATIENT
“It’ll be five years before 
you have a bourbon you 
can sell. You can put out a 
two-year-old to get some 
income in, but if it’s not 
good people might have a 
bad opinion of your brand. 
Just sell the young stuff as 
‘straight whiskey’ instead 
of calling it bourbon.”

BE CREATIVE
“Having a business degree 
is great, but in terms of 
making whiskey, there are 
so many different things 
involved. Sometimes 
you’re an engineer or a 
chemist. It’s best to go in 
with someone with experi-
ence in distilling, who 
understands what making 
whiskey is all about.”

Go Hog Wild
Shameless star WILLIAM H. MACY takes 
a break from playing an irresponsible  
patriarch to hit the open road. 

We immediately 
regretted hiring 

Tom Thumb as our  
spirits editor.

DON’T BE A TOUGH GUY
“Visualize yourself bouncing along 
the highway at 50 mph with no 
motorcycle and dress accordingly. I 
wear chaps, which are good even in 
the heat. If it’s cold, get an electric 
suit that you can plug into your bike 
to warm up.”

SKIP THE TUNES
“There you are, feeling like Evel 
Knievel, and fucking Enya comes on. 
To get to your iPod and change the 
thing is a pain in the ass, so I have a 
tendency to ride in silence.”

HIDE THE PLAN
“Draw up a good plan, then throw it  
in your saddlebag. That way when 
you’re hopelessly lost and it’s get-
ting dark and the temperature is 
dropping quickly, you can dig it out 
and figure out where the hell you are 
and try to get to shelter.”

“Remember, it’s 90 percent mental. Good looks count, but a dog has 
to be disciplined to win. When they’re in the spotlight and people  
are applauding, the dogs have to concentrate like players during  
a game, because there’s a lot of judgment. (Although, in the  
dogs’ cases, that involves a lot more poking and prodding.)” 
The WKC Dog Show airs live February 11–12 on CNBC and USA.

ASSUME YOU’RE GOING TO DIE
“If you think a stop sign will get 
someone to stop, don’t ride a bike. 
Just assume that everyone is going 
to do something that might kill you. 
It’s not for the faint of heart.”

Have a Ball-Licking Good Time
Best in Show’s FRED WILLARD has one piece of advice 
for enjoying the Westminster Kennel Club Dog Show.

Remembering  
the squishing sound 
that squirrel made

Catch the  
Season 3 premiere 

of Shameless 
Sunday, January 13 

at 9 p.m. on 
Showtime.


